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Music from 

Devoran Acoustic Sessions 
  

There is lots of great music coming up this year from Devoran 

Acoustic Sessions. Starting with Phillip Henry (Edgelarks & 

Gigspaner Big Band). Then Miranda Sykes and new pairing of 

John Spiers & Jackie Oates before the summer break 

  

Phillip Henry 

Saturday 1st Febuary 

7.30pm (doors 7.00pm) 

Devoran Village Hall 

£12.50  

  

Following the success of his critically acclaimed 2018 solo 

album, True North, Phillip Henry returns to the road in 2020. 

His new show, Solo, continues to explore the virtuosic limits of 

his many instruments, from the 22-string Indian chatturangui, to 

the Dobro and National guitars that made his name. He will also 

bring his showstopping skill on the harmonica, with train 

impressions, boogie blues, and his trademark beatbox harmonica 

that never fails to get the party started. 

https://crbo.ticketsolve.com/shows?tag=das 
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This workshop with talented visiting artist Yana Trevail will cover A Tonal Approach to Painting, a 

method that uses simple still life and self-portrait exercises to develop a clear understanding of 

tone, by deconstructing what you see into a basic visual grammar of form and colour, dark and 

light. Using acrylic or oil, students engage with the technique through monochrome exercises 

painted from direct observation. It’s a process that accommodates the needs and interests of the 

individual and can be applied to landscape, still life or portraits, and abstract work, according to 

the preference of the student. The method is really all about how to see without preconceptions 

and how to efficiently translate the 3D world onto a 2D surface. 

 

Yana Trevail is a painter, printmaker and performer preoccupied with the interconnectedness of all 

things and, through the exploration of internal and external topographical themes, developing 

idiosyncratic expressions of energy. In 1975 she met the painter Robert Lenkiewicz with whom she 

studied and sat for. She was his studio assistant from 1997 until his death in 2002. She won the 

Chairman’s Prize in 2000 and the Meynell Fenton Prize in 2002 at the Discerning Eye Exhibition, 

Mall Galleries, London for which she was also an Invited Artist in 2003 and 2008. Her work has 

been selected for numerous exhibitions including the BP Portrait Awards: National Portrait Gallery; 

The Hunting Art Prizes: Royal College of Art and the Royal Society of Portrait Painters. Her work is 

in many private collections in the UK and internationally. Yana now lives and works on Dartmoor. 
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Watercolour   Sun 26th April   10am - 4pm    £65 

 
John will demonstrate, in watercolour, how to create realistic paintings of animals and 

birds. Working from photographs he will describe the techniques required to depict both 

fur and feather, and to produce a successful animal portrait. Students will produce a 

head study in pencil, then aim to complete two paintings including a head study of a dog 

and a bird study. John will provide one-to-one instruction on how to achieve a realistic 

result. 

John studied illustration at Birmingham College of Art, and has enjoyed a 

career as a successful freelance artist, working in all mediums, but 

specialising in watercolour.  He prefers to work in a fast, loose, impressionistic 

style but always with the emphasis on good drawing skills. 

 

John enjoys giving watercolour demonstrations to art societies and teaches 

painting to groups of adults.  He continues to work commercially, exhibits his 

paintings widely and has won many awards. He undertakes private 

commissions including more detailed animal studies and tries to find time to 

indulge his passion for en plein-air painting and figurative work. John is an 

associate member of the RBSA, a member of the Birmingham Watercolour 

Society and is represented by the highly regarded Harbour Gallery, 

Porthscatho, which represents some of the best contemporary artists in the 

UK. 
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